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SACRED SPACE

A question of response

We come now to what is really the core of today’s Mass theme – our response to Jesus
calling us to join him. As Jesus makes his way to Jerusalem (and all that that will mean
for him), a number of people express a desire to join him. Obviously – like many of us –
they do not fully understand just precisely what “going to Jerusalem” really means for
Jesus and those who go with him. We can look with profit at these three people because
one or more of them represents me.
The first one courageously and generously says to Jesus, “I will follow you wherever you
go.” He has a lot of enthusiasm but may not be aware of the realities facing him. Jesus
pulls him up short. Even the wild animals have a place to live, he tells the man, but the
“Son of Man” has nowhere to call his own. He has no house, no property, no money.
He had only Himself to offer.
One needs to be aware of what is expected of a disciple. One must be ready to let go of
people and things, of all strings and attachments, of all external securities and props.
Am I ready for this? Or do I set up my securities first and then, carrying them with me,
decide to follow him?
The second man also wants to follow Jesus. He makes what seems a reasonable request:
“Let me go and bury my father first.” The reply of Jesus sounds harsh: “Let the dead
bury their own dead; your duty is to go and spread the news of the kingdom of God.”
We should not conclude from this request that the man’s father was already dead. He
may have been saying that he would follow Jesus only after he had fulfilled his filial
duties to his father.
Jesus, of course, is not saying that we should not love and respect members of our
family. But he is asking where our priorities in life really are. He is saying that, if we
wish to be his disciple, we cannot make our own arrangements first and then, only when
we are ready, go and follow him. The demands of the Kingdom, the world of truth,
compassion, justice, freedom and peace, which we are called to build, comes first of all.
How many of us first plan our careers carefully and only then ask how we can be good
Christians, when it obviously should be the other way round?
The third man says he wants to follow Jesus but wants to say goodbye to his family and
friends first. It is not unlike the previous case. I want to make all my own arrangements
first. I want to have some fun in life. But to be a disciple of Jesus, I cannot hesitate. The
call is NOW, today and the response must also be now, today.
Jesus sets his face “resolutely” for Jerusalem because he goes there ready to undergo
whatever is necessary for his work to be completed. Right away, he sets an example
and a challenge for our commitment to join in his work and to be ready to take whatever
comes in our doing of it.
from Pope Francis
Jesus told his disciples to precede him on the way to Jerusalem and
to announce his arrival, but not to impose anything: if the disciples
did not find a readiness to welcome him, they should go ahead, they
should move on. Jesus never imposes, Jesus is humble, Jesus invites.
If you want to, come. The humility of Jesus is like this: he is always
inviting but never imposing.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good
will. We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great
glory, Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of
the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

FIRST READING

1 Kings 19:16,19-21

A Reading from the first book of the Kings.
The Lord said to Elijah, ‘Go, you are to
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat, of Abel
Meholah, as prophet to succeed you.’
Leaving there, Elijah came on Elisha son of
Shaphat as he was ploughing behind
twelve yoke of oxen, he himself being
with the twelfth. Elijah passed near to him
and threw his cloak over him. Elisha left
his oxen and ran after Elijah. ‘Let me kiss
my father and mother, then I will follow
you’ he said. Elijah answered, ‘Go, go
back; for have I done anything to you?’
Elisha turned away, took the pair of oxen
and slaughtered them. He used the
plough for cooking the oxen, then gave to
his men, who ate. He then rose, and
followed Elijah and became his servant.
The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 15:1-2,5,7-11
R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.
1. Preserve me, God, I take refuge in
you. I say to the Lord: ‘You are my
God. O Lord, it is you who are my
portion and cup; it is you yourself
who are my prize.’
R.
2. I will bless the Lord who gives me
counsel, who even at night directs my
heart. I keep the Lord ever in my
sight: since he is at my right hand, I
shall stand firm.
R.

3. And so my heart rejoices, my soul is
glad; even my body shall rest in
safety. For you will not leave my soul
among the dead, nor let your beloved
know decay.
R.
4. You will show me the path of life,
the fullness of joy in your presence,
at your right hand happiness for ever.
R.

SECOND READING

Gal 5:1,13-18

A reading from the letter of St Paul to
the Galatians.
When Christ freed us, he meant us to
remain free. Stand firm, therefore, and do
not submit again to the yoke of slavery.
My brothers, you were called, as you
know, to liberty; but be careful, or this
liberty will provide an opening for selfindulgence. Serve one another, rather, in
works of love, since the whole of the Law
is summarised in a single command: Love
your neighbour as yourself. If you go
snapping at each other and tearing each
other to pieces, you had better watch or
you will destroy the whole community.
Let me put it like this: if you are guided by
the Spirit you will be in no danger of
yielding to self-indulgence, since selfindulgence is the opposite of the Spirit,
the Spirit is totally against such a thing,
and it is precisely because the two are so
opposed that you do not always carry out
your good intentions. If you are led by the
Spirit, no law can touch you.
The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
1 Sam 3:9, John 6:68c

Alleluia, alleluia!
Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening;
you have the words of everlasting life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

Luke 9:51-62

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.
As the time drew near for him to be taken
up to heaven, Jesus resolutely took the
road for Jerusalem and sent messengers
ahead of him. These set out, and they
went into a Samaritan village to make
preparations for him, but the people
would not receive him because he was
making for Jerusalem. Seeing this, the
disciples James and John said, ‘Lord, do
you want us to call down fire from heaven
to burn them up?’ But he turned and
rebuked them, and they went off to
another village. As they travelled along

they met a man on the road who said to
him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’
Jesus answered, ‘Foxes have holes and
the birds of the air have nests, but the Son
of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’
Another to whom he said, ‘Follow me’,
replied, ‘Let me go and bury my father
first.’ But he answered, ‘Leave the dead to
bury their dead; your duty is to go and
spread the news of the kingdom of God.’
Another said, ‘I will follow you, sir, but
first let me go and say goodbye to my
people at home.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Once
the hand is laid on the plough, no one who
looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’
Amen.

CREED
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord,
(All bow during these two lines)
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again
from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

PARISH PRAYER
God our Father, bless this parish so that
we may love you more. Bless us in ways
that you know best and form us into a true
community of worship and love. Deepen
our understanding of your message
today. Give us especially your spirit of
love, so that it may touch all people with
whom we come into contact. Encircle our
families with your loving care and assist
parents in their role as leaders in faith. To
the sick grant health, to the aged bring
serenity and peace, and to those in
sadness joy. May we grow stronger in
faith and our love for one another
become deeper in our daily living.
Amen.
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Please remember in your prayers the following:

WE PRAY FOR:

Those who have died: Alfonsina Piscitello
Anniversaries: Nes Ramientas, Paul Vescio

Those who have died: Antonio Comand, Elena Gravina
Anniversaries: Maria Frappa, Giovanna Lucietto, Carmela
& Carmine De Donato, Prossima Domenica, Concettina
Carmusciano, Francesco Paolo Flammea, Creado family,
Pereira family, Fernandes family, Maria Landro Salerno,
Antonio Gulizia, Enza Gulizia, Salvatore Basilio Francesca
Landro, Provvidenza Concetta Gaetana Gimmillaro,
Conceta Liggero Garassi, Maria Francesco, Giuseppe
Raimondo Gulizia, Giuseppe Salerno, Natale Verde

Those who are ill: Mary Theuma, Kevin Scanlon,
John Moore, Oscar Ferrante, Anna Romeo, Rosalind
Vincent, Josephina Varghese, Marie Virag, Kath Leyden,
Dalmiro Bellio, Lamberto Cruz, Pasquale Buonomo,
Sofia Ruggiero

READERS: 25/16 June
Sat 5.00pm
Sun 8.45am
10.30am

2/3 July

J.Pertile(L), W.Cahill(R)
N.Farrell(L), C.Rowland(R)
M.Tamayo(L), B.Messina(R) M.Tamayo(L), F.Minutolo(R)
E.Monaco(L), B.Watts(R)
R.Polastri(L) ,S.Bennardo(R)

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Sat 5.00pm
Sun 8.45am
10.30am

P. Saliba
F. Minutolo
C. Dwyer

L. Teoh
M. Bolitho
N. Palmieri

READERS:
Sat 6.30pm
Sun 9.00am
10.30am

This Week

Next Week

Paul De Losa

Alfred Meilak

Angela Greig & Warren Power

P & T Atkinson

A D’Amato & G Navagero

S. Stagliano & T/M Constanzo

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:
Sat 6.30pm
Sun 9.00am
10.30am

Barbara Romanos

Jim & Lourdes Galea

Patrick Baviera

Raf Carnovale

Maria D’Angelo

Carmelo Ruggero

PROJECT COMPASSION RECEIPTS
Receipts for Project Compassion are now available for parishioners who requested them from St Oliver's, to collect either from
the sacristy after each Mass, or from the Parish Office 7036 9330.
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER OF HOLY COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND
We are in need of dedicated people to bring the Eucharist to those who are separated from our Community
and cannot attend Sunday Mass for a lengthy period of time. We also need volunteers to help in the nursing
homes especially at Dorothy Impey, in Pascoe Vale, where we visit fortnightly on a Thursday afternoon.
If you are interested in becoming a Eucharistic Minister of Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound, or
assist in the Nursing Homes in Coburg and Pascoe Vale, please contact parish offices: St Oliver’s 7036 9330;
St Paul’s 9354 1564.
CATECHESIS – A set of talks
“I am the light of the World”
Anyone who follows me will not be Walking in the Dark, But will have the light of Life. (John 8:12)
Come and Listen to a set of Catechesis (talks)
and receive this light in your life. They are a Good news of your life!
Beginning Monday June 6th 7.30pm & Thursday 9th 7.30pm
St Pauls Catholic Church, O’Connell Building (Hall)
562 Sydney Road Coburg 3058
If you require any further details or require any assistance to attend, please contact:
Colin Tomelty (M) 0407 346 413 or Fr Joe Pelle (M) 0409 585 806

VINNIES WINTER APPEAL 2022 – Make A Donation & Change Lives

Support vulnerable Australians facing Hardship by donating to our Winter Appeal.
 Donate over the phone using a credit card by calling 13 18 12
(Receipts issued to donors)
 To make an online donation : www.vinnies.org.au (Receipts automatically emailed to donors)
Donors can allocate donations to a specific conference by giving the conference name in the comments
field. (Pascoe Vale 963)

TAKE THE WAY OF THE GOSPEL – EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
The Church in Melbourne is being invited into a conversation on how we might come together and discern our common mission
for the years ahead. We are calling for five leaders, each from St Paul’s and St Oliver’s Parish, to advise and be a point of
reference for Take the Way of the Gospel. This will be a temporary group which will meet with the Advisory Board for this
mission. Parishioners who would like to join for discussion and give their opinions are also needed. Expressions of Interest
will close late May. Please contact Parish Office: St Paul’s - 9354 1564; St Oliver’s - 7036 9330
The following link leads to information: https://melbournecatholic.org/about/take-the-way-of-the-gospel
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HOME VISIT/BLESSING
Please fill in form at bottom back page for a home visit/blessing from Fr James
and place in collection plate.

PROGRAMS
ST PAULS PARISH
ADORATION:
First Fri of month: 10.30am-12pm
BAPTISMS:
Sundays 12.00 pm.
COMMUNION TO SICK:
Thursdays & Fridays
ANOINTING OF THE SICK:
2 times a year (Lent & Advent).
SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sundays 10am
ITALIAN PRAYER GROUP: Wed 10.30 am
Legion of Mary:
Monday mornings at 10.30 am.
ANNUAL ITALIAN FEASTS: 2021
12 Dec: St Lucy at 10.30am

ST OLIVER PLUNKETT’S PARISH
BAPTISMS:
2nd Saturday of the Month
(By Appointment)
MARRIAGES:
By appointment with at least
6 months notice
PARISH ACTIVITIES:
MONDAY:
Christian Mediation
7-8pm Parish Centre
TUESDAY:
Italian Ladies Prayer Group
10am Meeting Room

CASHLESS PAYMENTS
St Oliver’s
CDFPay for Parish:
https://bit.ly/CDFpayPascoeVale
OR DIRECT DEPOSIT:
St Olivers Church A/C:
BSB: 083-347 ACC: 55158 7979
Presbytery A/C:
BSB: 083-347 ACC: 53102 0158

CASHLESS PAYMENTS
St Paul’s
CDFPay Online Payments:
https://bit.ly/CDFpayCoburg
OR DIRECT DEPOSIT:
St Paul’s Church A/C Presbytery A/C
BSB:
083-347
BSB:
083-347
Acc.: 67541 0884
Acc: 5310 20158

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION:
1st Collection Presbytery
$ 960.40
nd
1 Collection Thanksgiving $ 680.00
Direct Debit for May
$3662.00
We are very grateful for your support.

LAST WEEKEND’S COLLECTION:
1st Collection Sacrificial
$ 586.00
nd
2 Collection Presbytery $ 325.60
We are very grateful for your support.

COVID- 19 Response Division of the Department of Health has asked that we remain
mindful of the continued safe practices that assist in reducing the transmission of the
virus – this particularly includes the encouragement of wearing masks indoors for large
gatherings; good ventilation of environments where possible; and the ready
availability of sanitising stations at all entrances and exits.
Safety of Children & all Vulnerable People We hold the care, safety and wellbeing of children
and all vulnerable people, as a central and fundamental responsibility, of our parishes. The Parish
Statement of Commitment and the Reporting Process, are on display in all churches, and all
Parish Policies are available, on the website: cam.org.au/Coburg

St Vincent de Paul
5.30pm Parish Centre
(last Tuesday of the month)
Charismatic Prayer Group
7.30pm Parish Centre
WEDNESDAY:
Drop-In Centre
1-3pm Church/Parish Centre
A WARM WELCOME
TO of
NEW
PARISIONERS
Safety
Children
Please let us know
you have joined
our
& allthat
Vulnerable
People
community
and
if
there
is
anything
we
can
do for you.
We hold the care, safety and wellbeing
of
Arechildren
you newand
to our
Parish?
_____
all vulnerable people, as a central
Need
_____
and Thanksgiving
fundamentalenvelopes?
responsibility,
of our parishes.
Would like a home visit and house blessing? _____
The Parish Statement of Commitment and the
Please complete the details below and place in the
Reporting Process, are on display in all churches,
collection plate at Mass or send to the Parish office.
and all
Parish Policies are available, on the
Name:
________________________________
website: cam.org.au/coburg
Phone: _____________________________
Address: _____________________________
To existing parishioners: if you would like to
contribute on a regular basis using the envelopes,
please complete the above. Thank you.

