
 

THE MAN WHO comes up to Jesus in today’s Gospel is clearly a very good person but it 
is clear that he has serious deficiencies where the Gospel is concerned.  He thinks it is 
enough to be a morally good person but the Gospel demands more than that.  Even his 
opening question indicates a certain self-centredness – “What must I do to gain eternal 
life?"  As far as his "salvation" is concerned other people do not enter the matter. 
Ten Commandments enough? 
 

Jesus at first replies by reminding him to observe the Ten Commandments.  These 
commandments, of course, do involve relations with other people but, in this case and 
very often in our case too, the emphasis is on what we do rather than on what happens 
to others.  That is revealed in the way we make our sacramental "confessions".  “I was 
not at Mass on Sunday…, I disobeyed my parents…, I stole money…, I had lustful 
thoughts… or did ‘bad actions’…, I gossiped…, I was jealous or envious…”  It is a litany of 
personal failure and no mention of faulty relationships with others, a failure to love. 
Love or compassion are never mentioned. I am sorry because I broke rules and I have 
disappointed my self image. 
 

The young man, in all sincerity we can take it, says that he has constantly observed 
these commandments.  Maybe he was expecting to be told that that was all he needed 
to do.  If that was the case he was in for a disappointment. 
Where  perfe ction lies 
"If you would be perfect" – and earlier Matthew has quoted Jesus as saying to his 
followers, ‘Be perfect, as your Father in heaven is perfect’ – “then sell everything you 
have and give it to the poor." 
Nevertheless, the disciples are shocked by Jesus’ words.  To them wealth is a sign of 
God’s blessing and, as such, highly desirable.  If the rich cannot be saved, who can be? 
they ask.   
 

The followers of Jesus are to be bonded in a close fellowship founded on mutual love, 
care and compassion.  A community where everything is shared, where my/our main 
concern is to see that the needs of brothers and sisters are taken care of.  When we all 
give, we all receive.  This was what the rich man in the story – and those who cling to 
wealth in every age – do not understand.   
 

So Jesus tells his disciples that having left father, mother, brothers and sisters, and their 
home and material goods, they have found in the community an abundance of "houses, 
brothers, sisters, mothers, children and property".  And it happens in this life.  What 
Jesus is saying is supposed to happen now.  And it can happen now if we have the will to 
put it into effect. 
 

What we need is not wealth but the wisdom of which the First Reading speaks.  It is 
wisdom which brings us a deep insight into the really important values in life.  To have 
such wisdom is real wealth because it opens the key to happiness and security.  And is 
not that which we all long for? 
 

It might be no harm for us to reflect to what degree this vision of Jesus is a reality in our 
parish community. To what extent do we really care for each other and share our 
resources?                                                                                                                    Sacred Space 

 

 

There are no Weekend or Daily Masses or Parish Activities  

until COVID19 lockdown restrictions lift. 

MASS TIMES 
 

Saturday      5.00 pm (Vigil for Sunday) 

Sunday      8.45 am & 10.30 am 
 

Tue, Wed, Thurs, Fri      9.15 am 
 

                          Confessions       Saturday 10 —10.30 am  
                                                       (In church through both side doors) 
 

Baptisms             2
nd

 Saturday of the month (by appointment) 
 

 Marriages          By appointment with at least 6 months notice 

 
PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Monday Christian Meditation                     7 - 8 pm Parish Centre 

                                                                                  (contact Chris Rowland 0411 440 746)  

Tuesday Italian Ladies Prayer Group       10.00 am Meeting Room 

Charismatic Prayer Group            7.30 pm Church 

Wednesday Drop-In Centre                               1 - 3 pm Church/Parish Centre 

Thursday St Vincent de Paul                          5.30 pm Meeting Room (last Thursday of the month) 
 

 
 

FROM ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL  
 

   SUNDAY       11AM:  Live Streamed and C31 Televised (Channel 44 on Digital TV) 

                           6AM:  Channel 10 - "Mass for You at Home"     
                           
 

   MONDAY  -  FRIDAY 1PM : Live Streamed. (Link below)  
 
 

   SATURDAY 8.00AM:  Live Streamed.   (Link below)    
 

                             http://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass   and 

                             https://www.youtube.com/user/archmelb 

 

PARISH PRIEST           Fr James Puppady 

Pastoral Associate          Marthese Temming 

School Principal           Delfina Pieri 
 

  

Presbytery:       1 Landells Road,  PO Box 567,  Pascoe Vale  3044   Telephone:    7036 9330 

   email:   pascoevale@cam.org.au 

website:   https://stolivers.org.au/ 
         

School:            Landells Road, PO Box 667,  Pascoe Vale   3044      Telephone:    9354 5130 

Parish Office Hours:  9am – 3pm Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

ST OLIVER’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, PASCOE VALE 
  

 

http://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
https://www.youtube.com/user/archmelb
mailto:pascoevale@cam.org.au
https://stolivers.org.au/
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 Entrance Antiphon:            If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who  
           could stand?  But with you is found forgiveness,  
           O God of Israel. 

       Response to the Psalm:     Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy! 

                                                        Gospel Acclamation:          Alleluia, alleluia! 
            Happy the poor in spirit; 

                the kingdom of heaven is theirs! 
                                                        Alleluia! 

    Communion Antiphon: When the Lord appears, we shall be like him,                                                  
for we shall see him as he is.    

 

    

   Please remember in your prayers the following: 
 Those who have died:    Noel Santry, Anna Lobosco, Fr. Noel Oliver PE 

 
  

   Anniversaries:     

 Those who are ill:           Marie Virag, Amelie Gutierrez, Reg Whiting,  
Frances Tamayo, Ocean Goldsmith, Dalmiro Bellio,  
Kath Layden, Lamberto Cruz, Monica Wickerson,  
Pasquale Buonomo,  Sofia Ruggiero, Karen Hardy 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 
   At St Oliver's parish we aim to create a child-safe and child-friendly enviroment.Privacy: In 2001 the  
   Commonwealth and Victorian governments introduced legislation that deals with the manner in which public and 
   private sector organisations may record, use, store and disclose information, including health information  collected 

   from individuals. This Parish is committed to upholding and implementing the Privacy Principles set out in the 
   legislation. 

 

                        

 
 

 

 
 

Lockdown Light—week six 
A weekly series bringing ‘light’ to this time of lockdown … 
Well and truly done with sourdough starters? Not interested in another DIY 
project? To help fill the void during lockdown, each week we’ll suggest some 
inspiring content to bring ‘light’ to this difficult time. Pop on the kettle and 
check out the recommendations below. 
  

Podcasts for Christian living: The irreplaceable role of parents 
The role of parents cannot be underestimated. And while parents have a 
natural role—to protect and provide—we can sometimes forget the 
irreplaceable role parents have in the spiritual and emotional lives of their 
children. Find out more here www.bit.ly/ChristianLiving6a 
 

Getting to know your Bible: Understanding Mary in the Bible 
Getting Started: Why do Catholics call Mary their mother? Isn’t that taking 
away some of the respect due to Jesus and giving it to Mary? On the 
contrary, in this video, Fr Mike Schmitz discusses how a relationship with 
Mary can strengthen our faith life. Watch 
at www.bit.ly/BibleGettingStarted6 

Going Deeper: How are Mary and the Ark of the Covenant from Exodus 
connected? What relevance does that have today? In this video, Dr Brant 
Pitre explores Mary’s role as the new Ark of the Covenant—the dwelling 
place of the Lord on earth. View here www.bit.ly/BibleGoingDeeper6 

 
 
 

Please continue to support St Oliver’s Parish and Fr James. The link: 
https://bit.ly/CDFpayPascoeVale 

You can also donate directly to the Presbytery Account 
BSB:   083-347 

ACC:   53102 0158 
We are very grateful for your support at this time. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY  TIME –    9/10 OCTOBER 2021 

NEW FACEBOOK PAGE:  PASCOE VALE AND COBURG 
Join the new Facebook page for Pascoe Vale and Coburg. 

 
https://www.facebook.com/pascoevalecoburg 
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